
COMMUNICATE:  LISTENING 

COMMUNICATE IN LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH 

As the world becomes more globalized, it is essential that world language study results in a proficiency level that enables students to read authentic material, and 

to understand, speak, write, and respond in a language other than their own. 

 

STANDARDS: 

ACTFL  

1.1  Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotion and exchange opinions. 

1.2  Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

1.3  Students present information, concepts, and ideas on a variety of topics to an audience of listeners or readers. 

    

CCSS  

R.1   Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or 

speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

R.2   Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

R.4   Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how 

specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

R.5   Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of text relate to each other and the whole.  

R.6   Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.     

R.7   Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

R.8   Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of 

the evidence. 

R.9   Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 

R.10 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

 

W.1   Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

W.2   Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 

W.3   Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details and well-structured event 

sequences. 

W.4   Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.7   Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under 

investigation. 

W.8   Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information 

while avoiding plagiarism. 

 



W.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorten time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for 

a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.     

COMMUNICATE: Novice - Listening 

I can… 

Novice Low 

1. Understand some commonly used words and expressions, such as please and thank you.   

2. Understand basic information, such as days of the week, months of the year, numbers, times, and dates. 

3. Understand names of objects in my immediate environment, such as words for familiar objects found in classrooms, offices, or homes.   

4. Understand the difference between a question and a statement.   

5. Follow a one-step instruction, especially when people use gestures.   

 

Novice Mid 

6. Understand simple words and phrases about daily activities. 

a. Understand when someone describes his/her school schedule and daily routine. 

7. Understand some words and phrases in simple messages and announcements in familiar settings. 
a. Understand a short audio announcement relating to the time and place of a movie or sporting event. 

8. Understand some simple questions on familiar topics. 

a. Understand when asked how old I am, what my name is, and where I live.  

b. Understand when someone asks me which sports I play, which hobbies I have, or what I like to do in my free time.  

9. Follow some multi-step directions or instructions, especially when people use gestures or there is repetition. 

a. Understand classroom instructions when people use gestures or repetition. 

b. Follow simple directions to a location, when people speak slowly and clearly. 

c. Follow instructions, such as those for baking a cake, drawing a picture, or playing a game, when I am doing this step-by-step with opportunity to 

ask for repetition.  

10. Understand some of what people say in a conversation when they are talking about familiar things.  
 

Novice High 

11. Understand some shorts conversations or descriptions.  
a. Understand short conversations about hobbies and sports. 

b. Understand conversations related to daily life and routine. 

c. Understand a short description of people I know. 

12. Understand some short, simple messages and announcements on familiar topics. 
a. Understand a phone message, such as when and where to meet a friend.   

b. Understand when and where an event will take place, such as a concert or sporting event.  

c. Understand advertisements for products I know. 

 



13. Understand most directions of instructions in a familiar setting when expressed in short conversations.   
a. Follow directions when a map is provided. 

b. Follow classroom instructions without repetition. 

14. Understand simple stories. 
a. Understand familiar stories that follow a logical order. 

b. Understand a simple story acted out with props and gestures.   

 

COMMUNICATE: Intermediate - Listening 

I can… 

Intermediate Low 

1. Understand the main idea and some details of what I hear in short conversations and oral presentations.  

a. Understand conversations about my family, school, or community. 

b. Identify the main idea and some details when listening to an oral presentation about a topic I am learning. 

2. Understand the main idea and some details I messages and announcements on familiar topics.  

a. Understand the main idea and some details announced during a sporting event. 

b. Understand announcements about upcoming events, such as a concert. 

c. Understand announcements at the theatre. 

3. Identify the main idea and some details on familiar topics presented via media. 

a. Understand specific information, such as sports scores and song titles from the media. 

b. Understand the basic information in a weather report, such as temperature and precipitation. 

c. Identify the type of film and some details from a movie preview. 

d. Identify main ideas on familiar topics in a newscast. 

4. Understand more complicated directions and instructions in familiar settings. 

a. Follow complicated directions to a location. 

b. Follow multi-step instructions on how to complete a task, such as cooking, how to complete a homework assignment, or how to play a sport.  

5. Understand the main idea and some details from oral stories on familiar topics. 

a. Understand folk or familiar fairytales. 

b. Understand children’s stories or simple short stories on familiar topics.  

 

Intermediate Mid 

6. Understand the main idea and many details of presentations on familiar topics. 

a. Understand an introduction, such as at a concert. 

b. Understand the main idea and many details of a short lecture on a topic with which I am familiar.   

c. Understand a short speech on a familiar topic. 

 

 



7. Understand the main idea and many details on familiar topics of personal interest presented through media.   

a. Watch short cartoons or a video clip and identify the main idea and many details.  

b. Listen to a sports commentator and understand the highlights of the game.  

8. Understand the main idea and many details of a short discussion or interview on a familiar topic.  

a. Can understand some points of an interview with a famous person, such as a rock star, politician, or actor.  

b. Understand a Web-based presentation, such as a virtual tour of a city or university.  

9. Follow the main idea and many details of a conversation on a familiar topics, even when the topic changes. 

a. Follow a conversation about plans for the evening when several speakers are talking. 

b. Follow a conversation when individuals talk about past, present, and future events.   

 

Intermediate High 

10. Understand factual information about everyday life, study-, or work-related topics. 

a. Understand factual information and details presented in a speech, a lecture, or presentation on familiar and some unfamiliar topics, such as the 

environment, the cost of gas, or current music artists.  

11. Identify the main idea and most details on familiar topics presented through media. 

b. Follow the plot and most details in a feature-length film. 

c.  Follow information presented through the media. 

d. Follow a recorded story on a familiar topic. 

12. Identify the main idea and some details from discussions and interviews on unfamiliar topics.  

a. Follow a theatrical performance. 

b. Follow a discussion on a topic of general interest. 

COMMUNICATE: Advanced - Listening 

I can… 

Advanced Low 

1. Understand main ideas and most details on unfamiliar topics that are presented through media. 

a. Interpret main ideas and detailed information from public announcements. 

b. Understand main ideas and most details in entertainment and sports reports. 

c. Identify the plot and most details of a feature-length movie, play, or documentary in unfamiliar topics. 

d. Follow the main points and most detail of a new television program, such as a sitcom or a soap opera. 

2. Follow presentations on some unfamiliar topics. 

1. Take notes while listening to an academic lecture. 

2. Interpret the main points and most details of a debate. 

3. Summarize the main points and most details of two people expressing different views.   

3. Follow informal conversations or interviews. 

a. Interpret an anecdote and relate most of the details about its context. 

b. Understand some slang expressions heard in conversations and interviews. 



Advanced Mid 

4. Understand most presentations even when idiomatic, technical, or slang expressions are used.  

a. Understand most songs, even those with many idiomatic and slang expressions. 

5. Understand the underlying meaning of culturally authentic expressions. 

a. Interpret the meaning of idiomatic expressions heard in movies, television, and other forms of media. 

b. Follow banter heard in talk shows and interviews.   

6. Understand and describe the points of view of an emotionally-charged discussion. 

a. Summarize the main points and most details of people expressing different views in political debates. 

b. Summarize the points of view heard in arguments.  

c. Summarize the points of view of those engaged in discussing religious beliefs.  

 

Advanced High 

7. Understand the speaker’s perspective, tone, and style expressed through a variety of media. 
a. Understand ideas and emotions expressed in a dramatic dialogue or monologue. 

b. Understand tone and style in parody and satire. 

c. Understand varying viewpoints heard in news broadcasts. 

8. Understand viewpoints heard in a variety of situations. 

a. Interpret the positions of multiple speakers in political roundtable discussions. 

b. Recap the commentator’s perspective. 

c. Understand the speaker’s intent even when high degrees of subtlety and nuance are used. 

 

 

  



COMMUNICATE:  SPEAKING 

COMMUNICATE IN LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH 

As the world becomes more globalized, it is essential that world language study results in a proficiency level that enables students to read authentic material, and 

to understand, speak, write, and respond in a language other than their own. 

 

STANDARDS: 

ACTFL  

1.1   Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotions and exchange opinions. 

1.2   Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

1.3   Students present information, concepts, and ideas on a variety of topics to an audience of listeners or readers. 

    

CCSS  

R.1   Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or 

speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

R.2   Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

R.4   Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how 

specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 

R.5   Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of text relate to each other and the whole.  

R.6   Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.     

R.7   Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse formats and media, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

R.8   Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of 

the evidence. 

R.9   Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 

R.10 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 

 

W.1  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

W.2  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 

W.3  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details and well-structured event sequences. 

W.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W.5  Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

W.6  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing, and to interact and collaborate with others 

W.7  Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, and demonstrating understanding of the subject under 

investigation. 

W.8  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information 

while avoiding plagiarism. 



W.9   Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

W.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorten time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 

range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.   

COMMUNICATE: Novice - Speaking 

I can… 

Novice Low 

1. Imitate the sounds and words that I hear. 

2. Say the names of familiar people, places and objects in pictures and posters using single words or memorized phrases. 

a. I can name a cultural symbol or person. 

3. Introduce myself. 

4. Say short memorized phrases, parts of poems and rhymes. 

a. I can sing a short song. 

b. I can recite a nursery rhyme. 

c. I can recite a simple poem about myself. 

5. Use an appropriate introduction to begin a presentation. 
 

Novice Mid 

6. Present personal information about myself and others using words  and  phrases. 

a. State my name, age and where I am from. 

b. Give my phone number, home address, and email address. 

c. Describe my physical appearance. 

d. Describe my personality. 

7. Express my likes and dislikes using words, phrases, and memorized expressions. 
a. Express which sports I like and don’t like 

b. Express my favorite free-time activites and those I don’t like. 

c. I can state my favorite foods and drinks and those I don’t like. 

8. List my daily activities using words, phrases, and memorized expressions. 

a. Identify my classes and when they occur. 

b. State activates and times in my daily schedule. 

9. Present simple information about something I learned using words, phrases, and memorized expressions. 

a. Create a presentation including cultural expressions connected with holiday celebrations based on pictures or photos. 

b. Identify the main cities of a specific country. 

c. Identify animals, foods, historical figures, or sports based on pictures or photos. 

 

 

 



Novice High 

10. Describe aspects of my daily life using phrases and simple sentences. 

a. Describe my family and friends. 

b. Describe my school. 

c. Describe myself. 

d. Describe my workplace. 

11.  Describe a familiar experience or event in simple terms using phrases and simple sentences. 

a. Describe what I do during the weekend.  

b. Describe what happens at a sports event. 

c. Describe a simple science experiment. 

12.  Present information about others using phrases and simple sentences. 

a. Talk about others’ likes and dislikes. 

b. Talk about others’ free time activities. 

c. Give biographical information about others. 

13.   Give basic instructions on how to make or do something using phrases and simple sentences. 

a. Tell how to prepare something simple to eat. 

b. Give simple directions to a location. 

14.   Present basic information about things I have learned using phrases and simple sentences. 

a. Present on cultural information based on pictures or photos. 

b. Present about something I learned at school or in the community. 

COMMUNICATE: Intermediate - Speaking 

I can… 

Intermediate Low 

1. Describe something familiar using a series of sentences. 

a. Describe with some details the physical appearance of a friend or family member. 

b. Describe another person’s personality. 

c. Describe a school or workplace routine. 

2. Express my needs, wants and plans using a series of sentences with some details. 
a. Describe what I need for school or work. 

b. Describe what my plans are for the weekend. 

c. Describe what my summer plans are. 

d. Describe what I plan to do next in my life. 

3. Give a series of instructions. 

a. Explain the rules of a game. 

b. Give multi-step instructions for preparing a recipe. 

 



4. I can present a short skit or dramatic presentation using a series of sentences. 

a. Act out a children’s story. 

b. Act out a proverb or nursery rhyme. 

5. Express my opinion on familiar topics using a series of sentences. 

a. Give a presentation about a movie or song that I like. 

b. Express my opinion about a cultural topic. 

c. Express my opinion about something I have learned. 

d. Express my opinion about a current event. 

 

Intermediate Mid 

6. Describe plans and actions using connected sentences with many details. 

a. Set a goal and tell how I will accomplish it. 

b. Describe my plans for the future. 

c. Describe how to plan and carry out an event, such as a family reunion. 

7. Make a presentation on something I have learned using connected sentences with many details. 

a. Give a short presentation on a current event. 

b. Give a short presentation on an academic topic. 

c. Give a short presentation on a famous person or cultural landmark. 

8. State my opinion and give supporting reasons using connected sentences with many details. 

9. Tell or summarize a storyline using connected sentences with many details. 

a. Tell a story or joke. 

b. Summarize the plot of a movie or TV show. 

10. Describe, tell about, and explain personal experiences and give my reaction to them using connected sentences with many details. 

a. Describe a childhood or summer experience and how I felt about it. 

b. Describe a social event that I attended and how I felt about it. 

c. Describe something new I learned and how I felt learning it. 

 

Intermediate High 

11. Describe personal experiences and interests with clarity and detail. 

a. Describe something I learned from the radio, TV or Internet. 

b. Summarize an interview I had with someone or 

an experience I had at an event. 

c. Give a Web presentation on my school, work or personal activities. 

 

 

 



12. Present my viewpoint on an issue and support my opinion with clarity and detail 

a. Explain a personal choice or defend a personal decision I have made. 

b. Express and support my opinion on controversial issues. 

c. Tell how my views of other cultures have changed. 

13. Provide information on academic and work topics with clarity and detail 

a. Express ideas about something I have learned or a current issue. 

b. Explain a series of steps needed to complete a task. 

c. Explain to someone who was absent what we did recently in class or on the job. 

14. Describe past, present, and future events with clarity and detail. 

a. Relate a memorable personal event. 

b. Make a presentation about the history, present and future of a country, region or organization. 

c. Describe my dreams, hopes, and ambitions in a job interview. 

15. Narrate a story and describe my reactions with clarity and detail. 

a. Tell what happened in a book or film, and why I liked it or not. 

b. Describe a conflict I had with a friend or colleague, and how I tried to resolve it. 

COMMUNICATE: Advanced - Speaking 

I can… 

Advanced Low 

1. Deliver a short presentation on many social, academic, or work topics with appropriate complexity for my audience. 

a. Explain the purpose of a work or school assignment. 

b. Explain why I believe something I studied is important. 

2. Explain my viewpoint on an issue of interest, giving advantages and disadvantages of various options. 

a. Describe why I am for or against a particular political issue. 

b. Play devil’s advocate and support an idea I oppose during a debate. 

c. Give a presentation promoting an event or product. 

d. Explain how my views of others’ cultures have changed. 

3. Speak using different time frames and appropriate mood with good control. 

a. Narrate an event as it happens, such as action in a sporting event or a fashion show.  

b. Present to my classmates on a historical event or environmental issue.  

c. Present a summary of an action plan to a group or organization. 

4. Adapt my presentation to a specific audience. 

a. Explain to children in the target country why we celebrate Halloween or another holiday. 

b. Deliver a presentation on a particular topic to diverse groups. 

c. Change the tone of a presentation to fit the situation. 

d. Narrate a story adjusting complexity appropriate to member of the audience. 

 



Advanced Mid 

5. Describe with ease and detail topics related to home, school, work, leisure activities, and personal and professional interests.  

a. Describe with detail a task, project,  or work of art I created for a class or job. 

b. Present a full account of my activities on a recent trip. 

6. Narrate with ease and detail events of current, public, or personal interest. 

a. Recount the details of a historical battle or event. 

b. Narrate in detail the action of my favorite film or book. 

c. Describe in detail an event that took place as part of our city celebration or other celebration. 

7. I can communicate my ideas on a variety of topics with accuracy, clarity, and precision. 

a. Present on many concrete and some abstract topics with fluency and flexibility. 

b. Describe detailed steps I took in an experiment or recipe. 

c. Give an accurate description of an event I witnessed. 

d. Clearly communicate new ideas that I have about a work project. 

8. I can speak clearly and fluidly with consistent control of time frames and mood. 

a. Relate a dream I had and the real and imagined emotional experience. 

b. Defend a viewpoint on an academic or professional issue. 

c. Give clear descriptions about cultural events that are about to happen or have happened in my city, state or country. 

9. I can adapt my presentation to meet unexpected needs. 

a. Rephrase or explain things in a similar way when I notice my audience does not understand me. 

b. Explain something using a simple analogy. 

c. Adapt a presentation to fit my audience’s level of understanding. 

10. I can incorporate some appropriate idiomatic and culturally authentic expressions in my presentation with ease. 

a. Easily express my viewpoints using expressions appropriate to the target language and culture. 

b. Incorporate the appropriate expressions according to the audience and formality of the setting. 

 

Advanced High 

11.  I can communicate with great accuracy, clarity, and precision on many concrete and abstract topics. 

a. Speak with confidence about the details and value of an experiment I have performed. 

b. Present a detailed, supported argument about the need for a change in political or environmental topics. 

c. Clearly present a particular political viewpoint. 

d. Present an accurate and precise narrative or description about cultural influences on society. 

e. Sustain an argument about the environment and support my opinion with details. 

12.  I can present and defend a viewpoint on an academic or professional issue. 

13.  I can consistently adapt a presentation to a variety of audiences. 

14. I can use paraphrasing, circumlocution and illustration to make myself more clearly understood. 

 



15. I can use language that fully reflects the nuances of the target culture. 

a. Incorporate many idiomatic and culturally authentic expressions in my presentation. 

b. Use examples that are well recognized in the target culture.  

c. Align my language and gestures to reflect cultural tradition and respect for the target culture. 

 

  



COMMUNICATE:  READING 
COMMUNICATE IN LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH 

As the world becomes more globalized, it is essential that world language study results in a proficiency level that enables students to read authentic material, and 

to understand, speak, write, and respond in a language other than their own. 

 

STANDARDS: 

ACTFL 

1.1  Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotion. 

1.2  Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

 Monitor comprehension and use other sources to enhance understanding. 

 Apply critical reading skills to authentic written and aural sources. 

 Demonstrate comprehension of content from authentic audio and visual resources. 

 Acquire information from other content areas using authentic sources. 

 Derive meaning from expressions found in culturally authentic texts. 

 Understand the purpose of a message and point of view of its author. 

 Identify the distinguishing features (e.g. type of resource, intended audience, purpose) of authentic written and aural texts. 

 

1.3  Students present information, concepts and ideas on a variety of topics to an audience of listeners or readers, knowing why to say what to whom. 

 Retell or summarize information in narrative form, demonstrating a consideration of audience. 

 Self-edit written work for content, organization, and grammar. 

 Produce a variety of creative oral presentation (e.g. original story, personal narrative, speech, performance). 

 Retell or summarize information in narrative form, demonstrating a consideration of audience. 

 Create and give persuasive speeches. 

 Expound on familiar topics and those requiring research. 

 Use information about features of target culture in communities in presentations. 

 Incorporate content across disciplines in presentations. 

 

CCSS 

R1:  Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking 

to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

R2:  Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

R3:  Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.  

R4:  Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how 

specific word choices shape meaning or tone.   

 



R5:   Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g. a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 

relate to each other and the whole. 

R6:   Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

 

W1:  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

W2:  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 

W3:  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details and well-structured            event 

sequences. 

W4:  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W5:  Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

W6:  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 

W7:  Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under            

investigation. 

W8:  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the             

information while avoiding plagiarism. 

W9:  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

W10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorten time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for 

a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

COMMUNICATE:  Novice - Reading 

I can . . .  

Novice Low 

1. Connect some characters or letter to their sounds 

a. Point to the letter when I hear the sound 

2. Connect some words, phrases, or characters to their meanings. 

a. Some place or product names. 

b. Some product names 

c. A menu or birthday card  

3. Connect words, phrases, and characters with help from visuals. 

a. Family member words from a family tree 

b. Entrance and exit signs, months on calendars 

c. Objects in a labeled classroom 

d. Holidays on a calendar 

4. Follow along on the page when something familiar is read out loud. 

 

 



Novice Mid 

5. Read simple information on familiar topics. 

a. A family 

b. Food 

c. Classroom or workplace message 

d. Simple written directions. 

6.  Understand short, simple descriptions, especially if there are pictures or graphs. 

a. People, places, or things. 

b. Written descriptions about things I’ve learned 

7. Recognize words on a list on familiar topics. 

a. A to-do or a shopping list  

b. TV programs 

c. Academic subjects (such as planets, countries, or musical instruments). 

8. Recognize familiar names, words, characters, and some phrases in everyday situations. 

a. Words related to school, home, people, work, or culture of language I’m learning 

9. Understand purpose of simple reading materials. 

a. Advertisements, brochures, menu lists, schedules, greeting cards or business cards 

b. Destinations and major attractions in travel brochures 

c. Places on city maps 

 

 

Novice High 

10. Understand information on familiar topics. 

a. Advertisements, brochures, lists, menus, or schedules 

b. Personal notes, emails, or postcards 

11. Understand everyday notices in public places. 

a. Directions and instructions to use public transportation, make telephone calls, or locate parking 

b. Words and phrases on common public information signs 

12. Identify detailed information needed on forms. 

a. School registration forms 

b. Information asked for on an international student ID card 

c. Hotel registration form information 

13. Follow short, written instructions and directions, supported by visuals. 

a. To use an ATM machine 

b. To purchase stamps from a machine 

c. To make an online purchase 



14. Understand some ideas on familiar topics in texts that I have read, especially when supported by visuals. 

a. Comics and their story line 

b. Short descriptions or reviews in TV or entertainment guides 

c. Sections of the newspaper of personal interest 

d. Train schedules 

e. Internet sites of personal interest 

f. Population graphs 

g. Historical timelines 

COMMUNICATE:  Intermediate - Reading 

I can… 

Intermediate Low 

1. Understand messages in which the writer tells or asks me about familiar topics of interest.   
a. E-pal message asking about my interests 

b. A friend’s note about our plans 

c. An acceptance or rejection letter about a job application. 

2. Find and use information for practical purposes, to decide whether to.  

a. View a movie 

b. Visit a restaurant 

c. Attend an event, based on my reading of reviews. 

3. Follow directions in more complicated situations. 

a. Written instructions to complete an experiment or to assemble something. 

4. Use information from a variety of sources in my studies and work. 
b. Information about after-school and job opportunities 

c. Online course information or a syllabus  

 

Intermediate Mid 

5. Understand the main idea and details in pleasure reading. 

a. Internet sites 

b. A television program 

c. Messages posted on social networks 

d. Directions to plan an online game 

e. Articles in popular magazine 

f. Fictional stories, plays, or poems. 

 

 

 



6. Understand the main idea and details when reading for information about. 
a. Major world events (with visual support) 

b. Election results 

c. Results of sports events 

d. Major ideas in texts (about global issues such as health and nutrition, the environment, scientific discoveries, or human interest) 

e. Human interest stories and texts related to improving quality of life 

7. Understand the main idea and some details (when reading narratives, literary selections, and other fictional writings, with some unfamiliar 

vocabulary). 
a. To predict and to follow chronological order of events. 

b. To follow a story’s chronology 

c. To understand a text using details about the historical setting 

 

Intermediate High 

8. Understand the main idea and many details in texts that contain unfamiliar vocabulary when reading for enjoyment. 

a. The plot and many details in a bestselling novel 

b. Factual information in a news or cultural magazine 

c. Information in newspapers 

d. Online texts that contain unfamiliar topics 

9. Understand the main idea and many details of texts that contain unfamiliar information when reading for information. 

a. Messages from various professional communications 

b. Details from a written discussion 

c. Information obtained from news sources 

d. Topics for school and work 

10.  Understand the main idea and many details in narratives, literary selections, and other fictional writings that contain unfamiliar vocabulary. 

a. Character development 

b. Point of view and intent 

c. Plot of folktales and/or traditional texts 

d. Comparisons and/or contrast of events 

11.  Understand many different types of texts that contain unfamiliar vocabulary. 

a. Details in technical manuals 

b. Main idea and details of Internet sites 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNICATE:  Advanced - Reading 

I can . . .  

Advanced Low 

1. Understand the main idea and most details in literary texts. 
a.  I can identify the target audience and supportive details. 

2. Understand articles in non-literary texts on unfamiliar topics. 
a. Entertainment and sports 

b. News, academics, economics, and/or politics (such as party platforms and economic development) 

3. Recognize the author’s intent and/or purpose in a literary work. 
a. The narrator’s or character’s intent 

b. The characters’ actions, relationships, and/or motives in novels and short stories 

c. The author’s voice. 

4. Recognize the author’s intent, point of view, and/or purpose in a non-literary work. 

a. A blog 

b. A lengthy and complex text 

c. Editorials expressing opposite positions 

 

Advanced Mid 

5. Obtain information, ideas, and opinions form a range of lengthy and complex texts. 
a. Understand main ideas and most details in non-fiction works 

b. Summarize main points and most details of editorials expressing opposite positions 

6. Understand information and opinions from specialized sources. 
a. Academic journals or business publications 

b. Stated or implied attitudes and opinions from historical, political and scientific texts 

c. An editorialist’s perspective 

 

Advanced High 

7. Understand most literary texts with idiomatic, technical and/or slang expressions. 
a. Written dramatic dialogue or monologue. 

b. Idiomatic and slang expressions in fiction and/or nonfiction works 

8. Detect and interpret hidden meaning and recognize tone and subtlety in fictional works. 
a. Parody and satire 

b. Literal and abstract ideas in nonfiction texts and narratives 

9. Analyze the primary argument and supporting details in written texts. 
a. Discerning the fine points of detail and literary devices, such as allusions, metaphors, and symbols and their function 

b. Analyzing the argument in complex, issue-specific narratives 



10. Synthesize information from technical and literary sources. 
a. Synthesize arguments and supporting details of discussions on scientific, legal, medical, technological or financial topics.   

b. Analyze cultural references and make inferences within the cultural framework of the language. 

c. Comprehend human interest sources and texts related to improving cultural understanding. 

 

  



COMMUNICATE:  WRITING (PRESENTATIONAL)  

COMMUNICATE IN LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH 

As the world becomes more globalized, it is essential that world language study results in a proficiency level that enables students to read authentic material, and 

to understand, speak, write, and respond in a language other than their own. 

 

STANDARDS: 

ACTFL 

1.1  Students engage in conversations, provide and obtain information, express feelings and emotion. 

1.2  Students understand and interpret written and spoken language on a variety of topics. 

 Monitor comprehension and use other sources to enhance understanding. 

 Apply critical reading skills to authentic written and aural sources. 

 Demonstrate comprehension of content from authentic audio and visual resources. 

 Acquire information from other content areas using authentic sources. 

 Derive meaning from expressions found in culturally authentic texts. 

 Understand the purpose of a message and point of view of its author. 

 Identify the distinguishing features (e.g. type of resource, intended audience, purpose) of authentic written and aural texts. 

 

1.3  Students present information, concepts and ideas on a variety of topics to an audience of listeners or readers, knowing why to say what to whom. 

 Retell or summarize information in narrative form, demonstrating a consideration of audience. 

 Self-edit written work for content, organization, and grammar. 

 Produce a variety of creative oral presentation (e.g. original story, personal narrative, speech, performance). 

 Retell or summarize information in narrative form, demonstrating a consideration of audience. 

 Create and give persuasive speeches. 

 Expound on familiar topics and those requiring research. 

 Use information about features of target culture in communities in presentations. 

 Incorporate content across disciplines in presentations. 

 

CCSS 

R1:  Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking 

to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

R2:  Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

R3:  Analyze how and why individuals, events, or ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.  

R4:  Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how 

specific word choices shape meaning or tone.   

R5:   Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g. a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 



relate to each other and the whole. 

R6:   Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

 

W1:  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

W2:  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content. 

W3:  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details and well-structured            event 

sequences. 

W4:  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

W5:  Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

W6:  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others. 

W7:  Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under            

investigation. 

W8:  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the             

information while avoiding plagiarism. 

W9:  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

W10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorten time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for 

a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

COMMUNICATE:  Novice – Writing (Presentational) 

I can… 

Notice Low 

1. Write my name. 

2. Label some familiar things. 

a. Items on a poster. 

b. Items in a room. 

3. Copy some characters and words that I see on the wall in a book, on the board, or on the computer. 

 

Novice Mid 

4. Fill out a simple form with some basic information. 

a. My name, address, phone number, birth date, and nationality. 

b. A form for a library card. 

c. An online order form. 

d. A registration for something online. 

e. A simple schedule. 

5. Write about myself using learned phrases and memorized expressions. 

a. My likes and dislikes 



b. My family members. 

c. My free-time activities. 

6. Write lists that help me in my day-to-day life. 

a. A to-do list. 

b. A shopping list. 

7. Write about something I have learned using lists, phrases, and memorized expressions. 

a. The main cities of a specific country. 

b. Phrases and memorized expressions connected with holiday wishes and celebrations in a specific country. 

c. A list categorizing animals that live in the forest, sea, or desert. 

 

Novice High 

8. Describe aspects of my daily life using phrases and simple sentences. 

a. A description of my family and friends. 

b. My school. 

c. Myself. 

d. My work place. 

9. Write a description of a familiar experience or event using phrases and simple sentences. 

a. What I do during the weekend. 

b. What happens at a sports event. 

c. An experiment. 

10. Write short notes using phrases and simple sentences. 

a. A postcard. 

b. A short message. 

c. A short announcement. 

d. A thank-you note. 

11. Request information to obtain things I need or want using phrases and simple sentences. 

a. A short electronic message asking for information. 

b. A handwritten short note asking for information. 

12. Write about something I have learned using phrases and simple sentences. 

a. About cultural information based on pictures or photos. 

b. About a historical event I learned in school. 

13. Describe something I know using a series of sentences with some details. 

a. A description of another person’s appearance or personality. 

b. A school or workplace routine. 

c. A place where I like to spend my time. 

d. Something I have learned. 



COMMUNICATE:  Intermediate – Writing (Presentational) 

I can … 

Intermediate Low 

1. Express my opinion on familiar topics using a series of sentences with some details. 

a. About school or work and what I like or dislike. 

b. About my opinion of something I learned in school or at work. 

2. Compare things using a series of sentences. 

a. A letter comparing two places I visited. 

b. A journal entry comparing peoples’ physique and personality. 

c. A short comparison of two characters in a short story. 

3. Write questions to obtain and clarify information. 

a. In a letter or email, such as where you live, what you like to do, what you are doing during the holiday, and can you recommend a good place to 

eat. 

b. A simple questionnaire, such as inquiring about favorite foods or free-time activities. 

 

Intermediate Mid 

4. Write personal communications on familiar topics using connected sentences with many details. 

a. A letter to a friend or family member. 

b. A message or explanation. 

c. A response for a blog or chat room. 

5. State my opinion and give supporting reasons using connected sentences. 

a. About using cell phones at school. 

b. About the dress code at school or at work. 

c. About the current minimum wage. 

d. About an environmental issue. 

6. Write a short report on a familiar topic using connected sentences with many details. 

a. About a current event including an explanation of what happened. 

b. About an academic topic. 

c. About a famous person or cultural landmark. 

7. Write a description or explanation of a familiar topic using connected sentences with many details. 

a. Simple stories in written form. 

b. A meaningful experience and how I feel about it. 

c. A job and how I feel about it. 

8. Write about personal experiences and give my reaction to them using connected sentences with many details. 

a. A memorable event in a journal or diary. 

b. Something I have learned and how I feel about it (i.e. on a blog). 



Intermediate High 

9. Write personal communications on familiar topics and some new topics using connected, detailed paragraphs. 

a. A detailed letter to a friend or family member, narrating the latest news in my life. 

b. An explanation or detailed message regarding a particular event. 

c. A story about something that happened to me. 

d. A journal entry. 

10. State my viewpoint and give supporting reasons using connected, detailed paragraphs. 

a. A review of a play, movie, book, or concert. 

b. Advice on how to deal with a problem. 

c. A letter to the editor about a current world or local community issue. 

11. Write a report using connected, detailed paragraphs. 

a. An academic report, such as a lab report, a literary analysis, or a geographical comparison. 

b. A job report, such as a project update or an evaluation. 

12. Write descriptions or narratives in the present, past, and future, using connected detailed paragraphs. 

a. A story. 

b. A job description. 

c. A story or an article that I have read. 

d. A narrative about a past or current event. 

e. A prediction about something that may happen in the future. 

13. Provide an explanation using connected, detailed paragraphs. 

a. A recent decision I made or an action I took. 

b. An explanation to someone who was absent about what we did recently in class or on the job. 

c. An explanation of a series of steps needed to complete a task, such as an experiment. 

 

COMMUNICATE:  Advanced – Writing (Presentational) 

I can… 

Advanced Low 

1. Write well-organized essays, summaries, and reports on a broad range of topics. 

a. Summaries in connected, detailed paragraphs on topics, such as books or articles I have read, and films I have seen. 

b. Factual descriptions about events that happened to my family or friends, such as ruined vacations or car accidents. 

c. Essays using combined sentences in connected paragraphs about school or work, such as dress code issues, bullying, and workplace rivalries. 

d. Reports on familiar topics, such as historic events, environmental issues, and current events. 

2. Write using different time frames and appropriate mood with good control. 

a. About future predictions using emotions appropriate to topics, such as economic trends and recycling efforts. 

b. About events at school or work that happened in the past. 

c. About my emotions by writing about experiences with family and friends. 



3. Accurately use some idiomatic and culturally authentic expressions in my writing. 

a. About current hobbies and interests using some idiomatic expressions. 

b. About comparing cultural issues using appropriate authentic expressions. 

c. About my personal opinions by writing about events that will affect my future, such as the cost of postsecondary education or healthcare. 

4. Usually write using style, language, and tone appropriate to the audience and purpose of the presentation. 

a. A presentation on topics, such as school lunches and nutrition issues, using a writing style that reflects the appropriate tone depending on the 

audience. 

b. A narrative that reflects the purpose of the presentation, such as current issues at school. 

c. A report on topics, such as harassment in the workplace. 

5. Write about most topics even when I do not know a specific word or phrase. 

a. A routine social correspondence, such as a letter, invitation, or email, while using connected, detailed paragraphs and complex structures. 

 

Advanced Mid 

6. Write detailed texts on a broad variety of concrete and professional topics. 

a. Expressions and defense of viewpoints in well-written texts on social and academic topics, such as healthcare and effective use of technology in 

the classroom. 

b. Narratives about professional topics that are personally relevant, such as past experiences in the workplace or present and future job market 

opportunities. 

c. Clear, detailed descriptions of a factual nature, such as cultural events, high school experiences, or workplace issues. 

d. Straightforward summaries on a range of familiar and some new topics, such as novels, business articles, or documentaries. 

7. Write clearly and fluidly, with consistent control of time frames and mood. 

a. About a dream I had and the real and imagined emotions experienced. 

b. About events of past personal relevance in major time frames, such as the first day of school, or the day I had my first car accident. 

c. About future plans in great detail, such as career choices and travel plans. 

d. About global events, such as the Olympics, sports, and the economy with good organization and cohesiveness. 

8. Incorporate many idiomatic and culturally authentic expressions in my writing with ease. 

a. A school/university newspaper report about a concert and complaints about the poor acoustics. 

b. A letter to an insurance company capturing the essence of a car accident that I witnessed. 

c. My personal viewpoints using expressions appropriate for the target language and culture. 

9. Adapt my writing to a variety of audiences, such as editorial readers, professionals, and the general public. 

a. A letter to my boss explaining why I missed an important meeting due to a delay at the airport. 

b. A summary of the results of a survey in narrative form. 

c. A review of a movie for a variety of publications adjusting the content as guided by the readership. 

 

 

 



10. Sustain and justify opinions and arguments in writing. 

a. An editorial supporting the establishment of a sustainability committee on a university campus. 

b. A letter to an airline official delineating the rude and unprofessional behavior of an airline employee. 

c. A letter of recommendation for a student or peer for a scholarship or financial aid to support his/her studies. 

 

Advanced High 

11. Create well-structured and easily readable reports, summaries, or articles on complex topics. 

a. Clear, structured explanations about some complex topics familiar to me and underline the important issues, such as an editorial to support a 

political candidate, or the review of a movie. 

b. Support and elaboration of points of view at some length providing both rationale and examples, such as my choice of career or academic studies. 

c. Access of appropriate resources for a letter, report, or article on a topic relevant to me. 

d. Adjustment of my written messages according to my audience, such as business letters, reports, and executive summaries. 

e. Attendance of face-to-face meetings and a recorded summary of the discussion that is forwarded to meeting participants. 

12. Write about some abstract topics with precision and detail. 

a. An article about an issue important to me, such as the role of voting in a democracy. 

b. Synthesized information and arguments from a number of sources to support a report on topics, such as healthcare, nutrition, or exercise. 

c. An essay articulating my beliefs, such as the importance of family, friendship, or relationships. 

d. A filled out hotel survey and a detailed description of the inadequate service and lack of cleanliness in the room/hotel. 

13. Incorporate idiomatic and culturally authentic expressions in my writing with ease. 

a. A letter of recommendation using the appropriate greetings, transitions, and closing for a variety of audiences, such as friends, relatives, and 

closing for a variety of audiences, such as friends, relatives, teachers, and business associates. 

b. A cover letter for a job application and compose a resume that reflects the appropriate degree of formality as well as language. 

c. Critical feedback on a paper regarding strengths and weaknesses of the paper. 

d. An informational complaint to a company that the product shipped to me was defective and a request for compensation for the inconvenience this 

has caused. 

e. An editorial including the appropriate culturally authentic expressions. 

14. Write a narrative about an experience in a clear, fluent style, appropriate to the genre. 

a. Personal texts, such as poems and essays, using language and style appropriate to the genre. 

b. Personal imaginative texts, such as a film or drama script, following established conventions of the genre. 

c. A clear, well-structured report supporting my point of view at some length with supporting reasons and examples as well as appropriate 

conclusion. 

 

 

 


